THE HISTORY OF THE FOUR

now likewise delivered to the Count Zinzendorf. These
and some other previous matters of smaller consequence
being finished, the treaties of peace and commerce between
Her Majesty of Britain and the Most Christian King, were
signed at the lord privy seal's house between two and three
of the clock in the afternoon. The ministers of the Duke
of Savoy signed about an hour after. Then the assembly
adjourned to the Earl of Stafford's, where they all went to
dinner; and about nine at night the peace was signed by
the ministers of Portugal, by those of Prussia at eleven, and
when it was near midnight by the States.

Thus after all the opposition raised by a strong party in
France, and by a virulent faction in Britain; after all the
artifices of those who presided at The Hague, and, for their
private interest, endeavoured, in conjunction with their
friends in England, to prolong the war; after the restless
endeavours of the imperial court to render the treaty in-
effectual; the firm steady conduct of the Queen, the
wisdom and courage of her ministry, and the abilities of
those whom she employed in her negotiations abroad, pre-
vailed to have a peace signed in one day by every power
concerned, except that of the Emperor and the empire; for
his Imperial Majesty liked his situation too well to think of
a peace, while the drudgery and expenses of the war lay
upon other shoulders, and the advantages were to redound
only to himself.

During this whole negotiation, the King of Spain, who
was not acknowledged by any of the confederates, had con-
sequently no minister at Utrecht; but the differences
between Her Majesty and that prince were easily settled by
the Lord Lexington at Madrid, and the Marquis of Monte-
leon here: so that upon the Duke d'Ossuna's arrival at the
congress, some days after the peace, he was ready to con-
clude a treaty between the Queen and his master. Neither
is it probable that the Dutch, or any other ally, except the
Emperor, will encounter any difficulties of moment, to retard
their several treaties with his Catholic Majesty.

The treaties of peace and commerce between Britain and
France, were ratified here on the seventh of April; on the
twenty-eighth the ratifications were exchanged; and on the
fifth of May the peace was proclaimed in the usual manner;